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Foreword by Khalifah of Taj al-Shariah and 
Muhaddith al-Kabir Allamah Mufti Afthab 


Cassim Qadiri Razvi Noori 


All Praise is due to Almighty Allah, Durood and Salaams upon the 
Greatest and the Most Honourable in Allah's creation, Sayyiduna 


Rasoolullah #. Peace and Blessings upon His * Beloved 
Companions and Pure Family, and through them upon the 


Awliya e Kaamileen and the Ulama e Deen. 


Janaab Ahmad Khodabaks Qaadiri Razvi of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands sent me an English translation of this beautiful 
Risaalah written by Imam Ahle Sunnat Sayyidi Aala Hazrat Radi 
Allahu Anhu which he had attempted. The Risaalah discusses the 
very important duty of the rights and duties of parents upon their 
children, and is an important guide for the proper and spiritual 
upbringing of children. It is indeed a document which is the need 
of the time. Sayyidi Aala Hazrat Imam Ahle Sunnat Radi Allahu 
Anhu has blessed the Muslim Ummah with massive treasures of 
knowledge and wisdom, and this book of Sayyidi Aala Hazrat 
Radi Allahu Anhu is a priceless gem from amongst these treasures 
of knowledge, which Janaab Ahmad Khodabaks has attempted to 
present to the readers in the English language. 


I was pleased to see his attempt and I pray through the Wasila of 
Nabi Kareem * that Allah rewards him for this commendable 


effort. Aameen. 


Sag e Mufti e Azam 
-Muhammad Afthab Cassim Qaadiri Razvi Noori 
Imam Mustafa Raza Research Centre 


Durban, South Africa 


Foreword by Khalifah of Allamah Sayyid 
Shah Turab al-Haqg Mawlana Muhammad 
Shakeel Qaadiri Ridawi 


All praise be to Allah Almighty and infinite salutations and 
blessings upon the best of all creation Sayyiduna Rasool Allah Sall 
Allahu Alaihi Wasallam, upon all the honourable companions 
and the Awliyaa e kaamileen and all the righteous Ulamaa e 


kiraam. 


You have before you a beautiful and detailed Risaalah of 
Alahadrat Azeemul barkat Radi’Allahu’Anhu translated into 
English by Brother Ahmad Raza Qaadiri of Amsterdam. 


This short booklet discusses the rights and duties of parents upon 
their children, and is an important guide for the proper and 


spiritual upbringing of children. 

I have briefly read through this valuable translation. I pray Allah 
Almighty accepts this and rewards brother Ahmad Raza 
immensely and may it be a means of blessing for those who read 
it. 


This booklet is the need of the hour is a must for every Sunni. 


Faqeer Muhammad Shakeel Qaadiri Ridawi 


Preface by Translator 


Alahazrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan al-Baraylawi <i\%5 composed 
a small booklet after being asked about the son’s rights over his 
father. Alahazrat 4i\% summarised the ahadith regarding the 
children’s rights in bullet points to make it easier to read. After 
reading this risalah I felt the need to translate this into English 


and so I did with the tawfiq of Allah jsge. 

While reading this book you may come across some points made 
by Alahazrat 20\45 which may not be easy to understand, but 
know that this was based on the society and environment at that 
time. In connection with this I would like to mention a couplet 
by Mawlana Rami 2%\%25, which Alahazrat “si himself has 


quoted in Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah sharif: 
ow “ “ow r “ 
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For him it is honey while for you it is venom 
For him it is praiseworthy while for you it is blameworthy 
For him it is a flower while for you it is a thorn 


For him it is light while for you it is fire 


This risalah is found in 33th volume version of al-Ataya al- 


Nabawiyyah fi al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah in volume 22, page 451 


' Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah 24/161 


till 457 and in the other version in volume 9, nisf awwal, page 45 
till 48. 


I want to manifest my gratitude to Allah jg and his noble 
Messenger Sayyiduna Muhammad icsalesacesii, and Sayyidi 
Alahazrat 4i\%25 for this strenuous work, and as well my murshid 
Hudir Taj al-Shariah 4u\x5. Also, the people who succoured me 
during the work, that is, Allamah Mufti Afthab Cassim Sahib for 
taking out his valuable time in reviewing the translation from the 
very first letter to the very last letter of the book and providing 
me with valuable suggestions. Mawlana Muhammad Shakeel 
Qaadiri Ridawi Sahib for his advice and looking through the 
book. As well as my wife for moral support and the team of 
Ridawiyyah Letters in taking care of the typesetting, layout, 
design and everything needed to publish it. 


May it be accepted through Arif Billah Allamah Mustafa Rida 
Khan Nart’s 4s merits as a means of mercy to me, my parents, 
the aforementioned people, my family and all faithful deceased. 
And may I be allowed to thread a congruent path again until my 
last breath. 


SBE PMS BN BL 
3" of October, 2021 -IrrrgRBra 


Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
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What is the judgment of the Islamic scholars in these 


matters: 


1. to what degree has the child right of the father? 


2. If there is and he does not act upon it, what is then 
the judgment of Islamic law on him? Write in 


detail. State and be rewarded. 


The Answer: Allah has albeit declared the right of the father over 
the son as extraordinarily grand in that He mentioned it with His 


right: 


HII CHT | 


Therefore, be thankful to Me and to your parents [31:14] 


But the child (son) has also been given very significant rights 
upon the father, for the son has that speciality of absolute Islam, 
then the speciality of the rights of nearness, then that of being a 
family member, and then the speciality of being a descendants 
(dependent), and just as the special characteristics increase, that 


right becomes even more significant and relevant. 


The noble scholars in their distinguished books such as Ihya’ al- 
Ulam, Ayn al-Ulam, Madkhal, Kimya-i Saadat, Dhakhirah al- 
Malik and others have already presented the rights of the 


children in a very succinct way, but I will only focus on the 
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engrammic [marfi]’ ahadith of the Prophet Acalesaieaii. I hope 
from the Bountiful Creator Mighty and Majestic that this concise 
written composition of this humble servant becomes so 
auspicious and exhaustive that its likeness is not found in other 
lengthy books. All praise belongs to Allah, if I were to compile 
with detail all the subjects related ahadith, which are currently 
before my sight and also those which are stored in my memory, 
then a great and detailed work would have been compiled, but the 
intention is only to confer benefit in the injunctions [ahkam], 
therefore merely those rights conveying the ahadith will be 
enumerated with perfect summarisation, and from Allah is 


SUCCESS: 


The rights in choosing a partner 
1. The very first right, even before the birth of the child, is that 


one should not make nikah (marry someone) from a vile low- 
ranking folk, as bad waywardness will certainly leave its 
traces. 

2. Marry into strong religious people because the child is also 
affected by the habits of the maternal grandfather and the 
maternal uncles. 

3. Avoid kinship with Habshis [ahbash] & Zangis, so that the 
child does not inherit the mother’s dark skin. 


* It is a tradition by a companion that has been specifically attributed to 
the Prophet Acs esaceaiie in terms of his deeds, sayings, permission or 
description. — Transl. 
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The rights in sexual intercourse 


4. Start copulation (sexual intimacy) with Bismillah (i.e., when 
intending to be intimate) or the child will be accompanied by 
Shaytan [devil]. 

5. Atthat moment, do not place your gaze on the wife’s private 
part, as there is a risk that the child will be blind. 

6. Do not speak unnecessarily as there is a risk of [the child] 
becoming speech impaired and one who stutters. 

7. The husband and wife should cover themselves with a sheet 
(etc.), and should not be naked like animals for fear of the 


child becoming immodest. 


The rights at birth 


8. When the child is born, immediately recite the adhan in the 
right ear and the takbir (iqamat) in the left ear to avoid the 


nuisance of Shaytan and Umm al-Sibyan.° 


> Umm al-Sibyan is an evil spirit who causes epilepsy. Sarkar Mufti-i 
Aazam Hind Imam Mustafa Rida Khan records that a question was asked 
to Alahazrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan al-Baraylwi in al-Malfaz whether 
epilepsy is a malicious curse, to which he replied: Indeed, and it is a mean 
evil spirit and we call this Umm al-Sibyan. Lest it gets to children 
otherwise it has become empirically evident that it is hoped that it will 
dissolve until the child reaches the age of 25, and if he is over 25 or is 
currently 25 years old then it will not fade away. Indeed, it can disappear 
by a miracle of a saint or by tawiz as a last resort. 


This is in reality a devil who agonises the earthling. A woman brought 
her daughter into the presence of the noble Prophet Asai esaileaije. She 
said, “She has day and night seizures.” The Prophet brought her closer 
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9. Chew on dried dates or any other sweet thing and place it in 
their mouth as its sweetness is an omen of good manners. 

10. Do agiqah on the 7th, if not possible then the 14th otherwise 
on the 21st day. For the daughter it is one (animal), and for 
the son it is two (animals), because it is as if releasing the child 
from a pledge. 

11. Give the thigh (leg of the lamb etc.) to the midwife, for it is 
gratitude on the part of the child. 

12. Have the hair shaved off the head. 

13. Give alms in silver equivalent to the weight of the hair. 

14. Apply saffron to the head. 


and commanded whilst beating her chest, “Go away! O enemy of Allah! 
Iam the Messenger of Allah!” At that moment she vomited, a black thing 
came out of her stomach that could walk and disappeared, and that girl 
came to her senses. [al-Khasa’is al-Kubra: 1/100 (Bab al-Mujizat fi Hujjat 
al-Wida’)] 

A person in the time of Hudir Ghawth al-Adzam Led; became 
epileptic. Hudar said, “Say in his ears: ‘It is the order of Ghawth al- 
Aazam that you must leave Baghdad!” Thus, he got well at that moment 
and now no epilepsy occurred in the sanctified Baghdad. [Bahjat al- 
Asrar: p. 140] 


[Then Alahazrat said], those who postpone the adhan after the birth of 
the child usually get this disease. And if this is done immediately after 
the birth of the child, thus after the adhan and iqamat is said in the child’s 
ears, then Allah willingly, he is safe his whole life. [Shab al-Iman: 6/390 
~ hadith #8619] 

[al-Rasa’il Ridawiyyah: Book 46 — al-Malfiiz: 3/307] 


The rights of a name 


15. 


16. 
17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


Name the child, even though it is a stillborn child which is 
miscarried after a few days, otherwise it will be a complainer 
in the Court of Allah. 

Do not give a bad name because it will bring bad aftereffect. 
Abdullah, Abd al-Rahman, Ahmad, Hamid and so on, names 
that are of worship and praise, or those of the Prophets, saints 
[awliya’], or own predecessors who were pious, base the 
name on their names as it brings blessings, especially the pure 
name of Muhammad Acsaliesaceciie because of the unlimited 
blessings of his holy name, it will benefit the child in the 
worldly life and hereafter. 

When the child is named Muhammad, then (the child and the 
name) must be honoured. 

(When the child is named Muhammad) Reserve a place for 
him at a gathering. 

(When the child is named Muhammad) Be careful with 
hitting and swearing at him. 

(When the child is named Muhammad) If he asks something, 
then give it to him if it is appropriate. 

Do not give a lowly, unworthy pet name out of love, because 
it is difficult to dissolve the name that remains (i.e., it 
becomes difficult to stop calling him by such a name 
afterwards). 

Feed milk up to two years old from the mother or from a 
devout midwife who is a worshiper of a righteous noble 


family. 


24, 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


Refrain from letting him consume the milk of an ill- 
mannered woman or lower status, as the milk can cause 
character change. 

Provide the child’s basic livelihood, all his necessary things, 
which itself is an obligation that includes even guardianship. 
After your own basic shariah needs that remain, the first 
amongst the friends, relatives, needy, poor who are most 
entitled to it are your dependents and children. What is left 
after that, you may give it to others. 

Provide the child with sustenance from only pure means, for 
impure income causes impure habits. 

Do not selfishly eat alone with your children. Instead, 
subordinate your own feelings to theirs. Whatever good 
thing their heart asks for, give it whilst you also eat along 
with their means. If it is not much then feed them. 

Be kind to these (children) which have been entrusted to you 
[amanat] of Allah. Love them, hug them, lift them up your 
shoulder. 

Talk to them with a smile, playfully, cheerfully. Console 
them, entice them, favour them, guard them constantly to the 
extent that even during prayer and khutbah you should take 
heed to their condition. 

Give them first the garden-fresh fruits, for they are also a 
garden-fresh fruit. The new suits the new. 

From time to time, as needed, continue to give sweets and so 
on to eat, and give them fine clothes and toys that are 


Islamically acceptable. 


33. 


34. 


35. 
36. 
37. 


Do not make false promises whilst pacifying, instead, a 
promise to a child is also which one intends to fulfil 
completely. 

If you have several children, then whatever you give, divide 
it evenly. Do not give priority to one over the other, except 
based on religious virtue. 

When you return from atrip, be sure to bring a gift for them. 
If they are sick, have them treated (medically). 

As far as possible, protect them from deadly and harmful 


forms of treatment. 


The rights of education 


38. 


39. 


40. 
41. 


42. 


43. 


Teach them the whole blessed kalimah with “Allah” “Allah” as 
their very first words, then the whole kalimah tayyibah; La 
Taha Mlallah. 

When the senses grow, teach them manners in eating, 
drinking, laughing, speaking, standing, sitting, walking, 
moving, shame, respect, honouring the pious, the parents, 
the Islamic teacher, and for the daughter also teach her to be 
obedient and well-mannered to the husband. 

Teach them the recitation of the glorious Qur’an. 

Entrust them under a pious, pure, steadfast, sahih al-aqidah 
[sound creed] and experienced Muslim teacher, and the 
daughter under tutelage of a purely pious female Islamic 
teacher. 

Always emphasise the recitation after their completion of the 
Qur'an. 

Teach them the Islamic creed and Sunnah, since their tablet 


is blank, their natural disposition is Islamic and creation is 
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44. 


45, 


46. 
47, 


48. 
49, 


50. 
51. 


52. 


tended to the truth, at that point the first words which taught 
will be like that embedded in stone. 

Fill their hearts with the love and respect for the noble 
Prophet Acsalesaiecijie, for he is the essence of faith and faith 
itself. 

Teach them the love and greatness of the Prophet's family 
Acsa sxe, companions, the saints [awliya’] and the 
scholars, as it is the real Sunnah and beauty of the faith, rather 
it is the means of preservation of the faith. 

At the age of seven, begin verbally emphasising the prayer. 
Teach them Islamic knowledge especially the matters of 
ablution, bathing, prayer, fasting, and the value of goodness 
in trusting Allah, contentment, piety, sincerity, humility, 
safeguarding, truth, justice, shame, polite language and so on. 
And explain to them the deprivation and evil in greed, 
worldly love, love of status, hypocrisy, haughtiness, 
arrogance, disloyalty, falsehood, tyranny, immorality, 
persecution, jealousy, enmity, and so on. 

Observe kindness and be approachable whilst teaching. 
When the opportunity for rectification arises, admonish 
them with a stern look but do not curse them, for cursing will 
not rectify them. However, there is more fear of derailment. 
When you need to hit, do not hit the face. 

Most of the time, be content with simply reprimanding 
verbally, and have a stick in sight so that he has some sort of 
caution in his heart. 

Whilst learning, also reserve playtime so that there nature 


remains glowing. 


53. 


54. 


Beware! In every sense! Never leave them with bad company, 
as a bad friend is worse than a poisonous snake. 

Never, ever let them see books such as bahadur danish, mina 
bazar, mathnawi ghanimat, love poems, amatory poems and 
unlawful poems, because as soon as a feeble wood bends in 
one direction, it will stay bend. It is proven from authentic 
hadith that girls should not read the translation of sirah al- 
Yusuf as it mentions the deceitful women. So since when is it 


appropriate to fill them with folly poems. 


The right as soon as they get older 


55. 
56. 


57. 


58. 


When they reach the age of 10, hit them to pray. 

From this age on, do not let them sleep with you or anyone 
else (on the same bed). Let them sleep near you separately on 
different beds. 

When they become older, get them married by considering 
marrying them into a religious, well-mannered family. 
When it comes time to speak as such, where there is a chance 
of disobedience, do not say it commandingly, rather persuade 
them in an advising manner with gentleness so that they 


won't fall into the misfortune of disobedience. 


The right of inheritance 


59. 


Do not deprive them of the inheritance, like some people do 
by not intending to give the inheritance to their own rightful 
heirs, and thus they write down the names of strangers to be 


their heirs. 


60. Also think about them after your death, leave at least two- 


thirds of the heritage. Do not donate more than a third of it. 
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These are then 60 rights for both the son and the daughter. Only 
the last two are for all heirs. And amongst the rights particularly 
for the son is to teach him in; (61) writing, (62) swimming, and 
(63) to be a soldier (of Islam). (64) Teach him stirah al-Ma‘idah. 


(65) Perform his circumcision with public announcement. 


Specifically, the daughter's rights are (66) not to be sad at birth, 
but rather to think that it is a favour from Allah. (67) Teach her 
sewing, threading, cutting and cooking. (68) Teach her surah al- 
Nur. (69) Never ever teach them how to write because of the risk 
of schism [fitnah]. (70) Try to please the hearts of the daughters 
more, for their hearts are very sensitive. (71) When giving 
anything to them and the sons, be sure that there is no difference 
in it, and give them equally. (72) Whatever you give, give them 
first whilst giving the sons. (73) Do not let them sleep with you 
at the age of nine, nor with their brothers and so on. (74) Begin 
to observe them specifically from this age on. (75) If there is a 
wedding ceremony with music, and dancing etc. never let them 
go, even if it is at your own brother’s home because music is a 
severe enchantment which adversely affects the heart. And even 
the slightest crack in these fragile mirrors can be devastating. (76) 
Rather, completely stop them from going to mass gatherings, 
keep them at home, and do not let them go to the balcony. (77) 
Adorn them within the house with dresses and jewellery to invite 
marriage proposals. (78) If there is a suitable match [kufa], do not 
then delay the marriage. (79) If possible, wed her from the age of 
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12. (80) Beware! Do not marry her to a transgressor [fasiq], 


especially a deviant [badmadhab]! 


The rights that can be coerced 


These are the very 80 rights from the marft ahadith that currently 
came to my mind. Most are recommendations wherein there is 
no actual accountability when neglecting it. And some are those 
for which there will be accountability in the afterlife. But in this 
world, there is no coercion on the father for the child, nor is it 
permissible for the child to argue with the father, except in a few 
rights in which coercion can be carried out by the Muslim 


authority if there is iniquity and resistance. 


The first is the basic livelihood of which it is obligatory upon the 
father, and if he does not act accordingly, the hakim-e-islam 
(Muslim authority in a Muslim country) can then compel him. If 
he does not obey, he will then be imprisoned, even there is no 
confinement in secondary issues or in any of the principles of 


religion. 


PES Slo Whe Qc 55 yc jhorsla, 3 
SN 4d OY SaaS) SY las Glo only Gyr 

- sual] 
In Radd al-Muhtar with reference to al-Dhakhirah: The father 


cannot be imprisoned for the debt of his child, regardless of 


whether it passes through his ancestors or progeny. However, 
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failure to fulfil the basic livelihood will imprison the father 


because it violates the right of the minor.’ 


The second is fosterage that if the mother is unable to provide 
milk, a midwife (wet-nurse) should then be kept. If someone 
cannot be found without compensation, then provide 
compensation. If the obligation is not fulfilled, it will be coerced 
in the case where the child has no equity. The same with the 
divorced mother after iddah, as soon as she does not want to give 
milk without compensation, she must also then be given 
compensation. Just as it is mentioned in al-Fath, Durr al-Mukhtar 


and more. 


The third is rearing in which they have to be cared for by the 
women such as the grandmother or aunt until the age of seven 
for the boy and for the girl up to nine years. If they do not abide 
without compensation, and the child is poor and the father is 
wealthy, then the compensation will be given by force. Just as it 


is explained in Radd al-Muhtar. 


The fourth is the obligation of the father to oversee after the 
completion of the child’s rearing. Just as it is mentioned in Radd 
al-Muhtar from Sharh al-Mujma. 


4 Radd al-Muhtar: 2/271 - 4gadI Cb GIL” 
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The fifth is to leave an inheritance for them so that afterwards 
they have the right to the inheritance. Thus, the testator is 
necessitated whilst being on the deathbed to the extent that more 


than a third of his estate is not without consent bequeathed. 


The sixth is to marry your matured child, be it son or daughter, 
in a non-parity [ghayr kufa] or on the basis of a certain dowry 
value with someone who is flawed immoral. Such as marrying the 
daughter with a dowry value of 500 while her dowry is worth 
1000, or marrying the bride at 1000 while her dowry value is 500, 
or marrying the son to a slave, or marrying the daughter to such 
a man whose religion, lineage, profession, deeds or wealth has 
diminished to such an extent that the marriage becomes a 
disgrace. It will be valid if the father issued such a marriage only 
once if he was not intoxicated, but if he married his non-matured 
children as such, then it will actually not be sound, just as I said 


earlier in my research on marriage. 


In the seventh, there is a coercive aspect in circumcision that if a 
people of a particular region leave it, the Islamic sultan can force 
them. If they persist, he will then wage war [jihad] against them, 
just as it is mentioned in Durr al-Mukhtar. And Allah knows best. 


Risalah 
The leading light in the children’s rights 
has ended. 
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The Risaalah discusses the very important duty of the rights 
and duties of parents upon their children, and is an 
important guide for the proper and spiritual upbringing of 
children. It is indeed a document which is the need of the 
time. Sayyidi Aala Hazrat Imam Ahle Sunnat Radi Allahu 
Anhu has blessed the Muslim Ummah with massive 
treasures of knowledge and wisdom, and this book of 
Sayyidi Aala Hazrat Radi Allahu Anhu is a priceless gem 
from amongst these treasures of knowledge, which Janaab 
Ahmad Khodabaks has attempted to present to the readers 
in the English language. I was pleased to see his attempt and 
I pray through the Wasila of Nabi Kareem #8 that Allah 
rewards him for this commendable effort. Aameen. 


-Khalifah of Taj al-Shariah and Muhaddith al-Kabir 
Allamah Mufti Afthab Cassim Qadiri Razvi Noori 
(Durban, South Africa) 


You have before you a beautiful and detailed Risaalah of 
Alahadrat Azeemul barkat Radi’Allahu’Anhu translated into 
English by Brother Ahmad Raza Qaadiri of Amsterdam. 
This short booklet discusses the rights and duties of parents 
upon their children, and is an important guide for the 
proper and sae upbringing of children. I have briefl 
read through this valuable translation. I Be Allah 
Almighty accepts this and rewards brother Ahmad Raza 
immensely and may it be a means of blessing for those who 
read it. This booklet is the need of the hour is a must for 
every Sunni. 


-Khalifah of Allamah Sayyid Shah Turab al-Haq 
Mawlana Muhammad Shakeel Qaadiri Ridawi (London, 
United Kingdom) 
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